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Problem Evidence  Action Evidence  
He wanted to learn about satellites and 
rockets, so he collected articles and 
pictures from magazines. Wanted to 
make a scrapbook. 
pg. 10 Asked for mom’s help. Reread the 
articles to organize. Wrote captions. 
Pasted articles and pictures into 
scrapbook. Reread and added more. 
Pg. 10 
Wanted to go to Purdue to become an 
engineer, but he needed to get good 
grades to be accepted.  
Pg.13 Devised a plan. Decided that he could 
study, work hard, and get good grades. 
Pg. 13 
Needed money to pay for classes, food, 
and a place to live. 
Pg. 13 Started working for neighbors. Made 
money doing odd jobs. 
Pg. 14 
Money jar overflowed because he did 
jobs for neighbors. 
Pg. 15 Opened a savings account to save 
money for college. 
Pg. 15 
Wanted to learn about how rockets 
were propelled into the sky. 
 
pg. 16 Bought model rockets. Built a launch 
pad in yard to experiment with 
different size rockets and payloads. 
Pg.16 
Wanted to experiment with sending live 
animals into space. Used sister’s mouse 
but rocket crashed. 
Pg. 17 After crash, he studied his notes trying 
to figure out what went wrong so he 
could keep it from happening again. 
Pg. 17 
Wanted to be accepted into Purdue 
University. 
Pg. 18 Took math, science, and English classes 
and studied hard in high school to get 
good grades. He was accepted. 
Pg. 18 
At Purdue, he had to choose between 
swimming classes and military training. 
 
Pg. 18 Chose Air Force Officer Training 
because he could be trained as an 
engineer and a pilot. Still couldn’t swim. 
Pg. 18 
Got caught up in the fun of college life. 
Got a “D” in a math class.  
Pg. 20 Decided he would not fail. Tried 
harder and earned a scholarship.  
Pg. 20 
Eye doctor disqualified him for pilot 
training. Could not ever become a pilot 
and an astronaut. He was devastated. 
Pg. 20 Adjusted his plan. Decided he could 
still become an Air Force engineer and 
work in America’s space program. 





MAIN PROBLEM: In 1957, ten-year-old Jerry Ross had a dream: to go to Purdue 
University, become an engineer and maybe even a pilot, and be launched into outer 
space on a rocket. But at that time, no humans had ever been launched into space.  
END RESULT: Eventually became a record-setting Space Shuttle astronaut, 
payload specialist, and spacewalker. He worked in the space program for 30 
years and was inducted into the Astronaut Hall of Fame.  
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